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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to Application 10/585,106 filed 12/28/06. 
Claims 1-6 are pending with claims 1 and 4 in independent form. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 3 and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 3 and 6 state "the original accessing file system" in Line 3 of claim 3 and 
Lines 3-4 of claim 6 of the claims. There is a lack of antecedent basis for this in 
the claim or the claims upon which they depend. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Yamagata et al. US 2003/0174839 A1 (as cited by Applicant). 

Yamagata teaches: 

With respect to claim 1 , a data communication apparatus having a 
memory space (Page 2, Paragraphs 0025-0026), the data communication 
apparatus managing the memory space by separating the memory space 
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into one or more file systems (Page 2, Paragraph 0026 teaches storing 
multiple directories each containing multiple applications), the apparatus 
comprising: 

• Authenticating means for requesting performance of one of a 
mutual authentication and a verification for a security code for each 
file system to be accessed from an external apparatus or a program 
(Abstract; Pages 2-3, Paragraph 0028 and Page 3, Paragraph 0034 
where each application or directory can only be accessed after the 
user inputs the corresponding personal identification code for the 
respective application or directory) 

• Authentication information managing means for managing, for each 
file system, whether the file system is in an authentication-required 
state in which performance of one of the mutual authentication and 
the verification for the security code is requested or in a release 
state in which the access is permitted after the one of the mutual 
authentication and the verification for the security code is 
completed (Abstract; Page 3, Paragraph 0046; Page 4, Paragraphs 
0055-0056; Page 9, Paragraph 0128 teaches an access permission 
flag in each application or directory that determines if the 
application or directory is accessible or not; Page 10, Paragraphs 
0157-0158) 

• State managing means for returning the file system from the 
release state to the authentication-required state in response to an 
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occurrence of a predetermined event (Abstract; Page 10, 
Paragraph 0152 where the access permission flags are cleared in 
response to turning off power to the chip or mobile terminal) 

With response to claim 3 and incorporating all limitations of claim 1 : 
• Wherein the state managing means resets the release state of the 
original accessing file system to the authentication-required state 
after a predetermined period of time has elapsed since the file 
system was changed to the release state or after a predetermined 
period of time has elapsed since the data communication apparatus 
was powered on (Page 4, Paragraphs 0051-0054 teaches during 
the start of a transaction session with an external apparatus the 
user inputs a personal identification code to gain access to the 
application memory region that will be used and after a 
predetermined amount of time the chip returns to the state where 
access is denied until a personal identification code is input) 

With respect to claim 4, a method for managing a memory of a data 
communication apparatus, the data communication apparatus having a 
memory space (Page 2, Paragraphs 0025-0026) and managing the 
memory space by separating the memory space into one or more file 
systems (Page 2, Paragraph 0026 teaches storing multiple directories 
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each containing multiple applications), the method comprising the steps 
of: 

• (a) Requesting performance of one of a mutual authentication and 

a verification for a security code for each file system to be accessed 
from an external apparatus or a program (Abstract; Pages 2-3, 
Paragraph 0028 and Page 3, Paragraph 0034 where each 
application or directory can only be accessed after the user inputs 
the corresponding personal identification code for the respective 
application or directory) 

• (b) Managing, for each file system, whether the file system is in an 
authentication-required state in which performance of one of the 
mutual authentication and the verification for the security code is 
requested or in a release state in which the access is permitted 
after one of the mutual authentication and the verification for the 
security code is completed (Abstract; Page 3, Paragraph 0046; 
Page 4, Paragraphs 0055-0056; Page 9, Paragraph 0128 teaches 
an access permission flag in each application or directory that 
determines if the application or directory is accessible or not; Page 
10, Paragraphs 0157-0158) 

• (c) Returning the file system from the release state to the 
authentication-required state in response to an occurrence of a 
predetermined event (Abstract; Page 10, Paragraph 0152 where 
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the access permission flags are cleared in response to turning off 
power to the chip or mobile terminal) 



With respect to claim 6 and incorporating all limitations of claim 4: 

• Wherein step (c) resets the release state of the original accessing 
file system to the authentication-required state after a 
predetermined period of time has elapsed since the file system was 
changed to the release state or after a predetermined period of time 
has elapsed since the data communication apparatus was powered 
on (Page 4, Paragraphs 0051-0054 teaches during the start of a 
transaction session with an external apparatus the user inputs a 
personal identification code to gain access to the application 
memory region that will be used and after a predetermined amount 
of time the chip returns to the state where access is denied until a 
personal identification code is input) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yamagata et al. US 2003/0174839 A1 (as cited by Applicant) in view of 
Kurita US 2002/0029343 A1 (as cited by Applicant). 

The teachings of Yamagata have been discussed above. 
Yamagata fails to explicitly teach: 
With respect to claims 2 and 5: 

• When one of the external apparatus and the program changes the 
accessing file system to another file system, the state managing 
means resets the release state of the original accessing file system 
to the authentication-required state 

However, Kurita teaches: 

With respect to claims 2 and 5 and incorporating all limitations of claim 1 
and 4 respectively: 

• When one of the external apparatus and the program changes the 
accessing file system to another file system, the state managing 
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means resets the release state of the original accessing file system 
to the authentication-required state (Page 4, Paragraphs 0057- 
0066 where after the application is done being used and is changed 
to another application in the queue then the access is cancelled for 
the prior application) 



Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the invention of Yamagata to cancel the access rights to the 
application when switching to another application, as taught by Kurita, to 
prevent unauthorized use of applications by users if the card becomes lost 
or stolen. 



Examiner's Note 

Examiner has cited particular column and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied 
to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested form the Applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all 
or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught 
by the Prior Art or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to KRISTY A. HAUPT whose telephone number 
is (571)272-8545. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kristy A Haupt/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2876 



/Michael G Lee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2876 
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